
PARENT READING 
NIGHT

Reading Skills and Strategies to Improve 
your Child’s Reading Achievement 



WHY ARE WE HERE?



OBJECTIVE

This evening parents will learn reading skills and strategies to help your 
child improve his/her reading abilities. 



Domains of Reading



Phonemic Awareness

What is Phonemic Awareness? 

▪ The ability to hear individual sounds 
and identify and use them

▪ Understanding that letter sounds blend 
together to make words

▪ Identifying rhyming words

▪ Mastery of phonemic awareness will 
boost fluency and writing

How can I help my child improve in 
the area of phonemic awareness? 
▪ Practice letters and their accompanying 
sounds

▪ 26 letters, 44 phonemes and identifying 
them

▪ “Tap and Say”-Break apart words by 
their letter sounds and then blend them 
together

▪ Rhyming games- for example, ask your 
child what words they can think of that 
rhyme with “bat”



Phonics

What is Phonics? 

Phonics instruction teaches children how to 
connect the sounds they hear in spoken words to 
the letters they see in written words. For example, 
a student who can connect sounds to letters 
knows to read "th" in then as a single sound /th/, 
rather than the sound /t/and the sound /h/. 

Students have to learn many different 
connections between sounds and spelling 
patterns. In fact, there are so many connections 
that learning Phonics can feel like learning the 
rules to understand a hidden code. But this skill 
is mastered by taking one step at a time, learning 
one rule and then another, and so on. 

Once students can make these connections 
quickly and easily, they can really start to read for 
meaning.

How can I help my child improve 
their phonics skills?  
▪ For a younger reader, help your child learn the 

letters and sounds of the alphabet. Occasionally 
point to letters and ask your child to name them.

▪ Help your child make connections between what 
he or she might see on a sign or in the newspaper 
and the letter and sound work he or she is doing 
in school.

▪ Encourage your child to write and spell notes, e-
mails, and letters using what he knows about 
sounds and letters.

▪ Talk with your child about the "irregular" words 
that she'll often see in what she's reading. These 
are the words that don't follow the usual letter-
sound rules. These words include said, are, and 
was. Students must learn to recognize them "at 
sight."



High-Frequency Words

What are High-Frequency Words? 

▪ Words that appear most often in the text we 
read such as the, and, and it

▪ Because these words appear so often, readers 
must learn to recognize them automatically

▪ Often spelled in ways that can be confusing 
such as there and could

▪ Sometimes referred to as Sight Words or 
Heart Words

How can I help my child learn high-
frequency words? 
▪ Practice automaticity - Learning to recognize 
these words automatically helps students read 
more quickly and easily, which gives them a 
better opportunity to understand what they are 
reading

▪ Use multiple modalities to incorporate varying 
senses and learning styles (tactile, kinesthetic, 
visual)

▪ Make flash cards – See and Say, Air Writing, 
Table Writing

▪ Play sight word games such as Go Fish, 
Concentration, Zap, or Popcorn 



Vocabulary

What is Vocabulary? 

▪ Vocabulary is the name for the words a student knows. 
Vocabulary can be words he or she recognizes while 
reading or words in spoken language.

▪ The more words a student knows, the easier it is to 
understand what he or she reads. Good readers know 
the meanings of many words. 

▪ Students grow their vocabularies by hearing and 
reading new words, talking about words, and being 
taught specific words.

How can I improve my child’s 
vocabulary skills? 
▪ Provide exposure to vocabulary through experiences: 

▪ Read, read, read! Read aloud and discuss what you 
read using specific vocabulary

▪ Have your child talk about new words and explain the 
meaning in his or her own words. Think of synonyms 
or antonyms and find opportunities to use new 
words.

▪ Games such as Blurt, Boggle, Hedbanz, and 
Scattergories Categories can be fun ways to think 
about and learn vocabulary

▪ http://pbskids.org/games/vocabulary/

▪ https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/word/

http://pbskids.org/games/vocabulary/
https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/word/


Fluency

What is reading fluency? 
Fluency is the ability to read smoothly and 
automatically, with expression and attention to 
punctuation. Good readers pay attention to:

▪ Pace = the speed in which they read

▪ Phrasing = chunking the words together into 
meaningful phrases

▪ Intonation (Expression) = reading with feeling 
in your voice

▪ Punctuation = reading with attention to 
punctuation.

How can my child become a more 
fluent reader? 

▪ Time your reading. The goal is to read at a 
“just right” pace. Not too fast and not too 
slow.

▪ Mark sentences into chunks. Practice 
reading phrases and not words 
one.word.at.a.time.

▪ Change your voice to match a character. 
Move your voice up and down.

▪ Highlight punctuation in a text. Practice 
pausing at periods. Take a breath at 
commas. Make your voice go up for 
question marks. Show excitement for 
exclamation points. Use “quotation 
marks” to change voice of characters.

Samantha drove to the store

And bought some bread.



Comprehension-Informational (Non-Fiction)

What is Comprehension? 

▪ Informational (Nonfiction)
▪ Descriptive

▪ Instructional/procedural

▪ Explanatory

▪ Persuasive

▪ Biography

80% of reading outside of school is nonfiction

Recipes                 Newsletters

Instruction manuals      Biographies

Maps                   Order forms

Menus                  Advertisements

Programs               Signs

How can I improve my child’s 
comprehension? 
Modeling Comprehension Strategies

▪ Thinking

▪ Making Meaning

▪ Understanding

▪ Metacognition
▪ Make connections

▪ Ask Questions

▪ Visualize

▪ Draw Inferences

▪ Determine Importance

▪ Analyze and Synthesize

▪ Monitor Comprehension



Comprehension- Narrative (Fiction)

What is Comprehension? How can I improve my child’s 
comprehension? 

▪ Modeling Comprehension Strategies

▪ Thinking

▪ Asking and Answering Questions

▪ Summarizing the story

▪ Identifying story structure
▪ Characters

▪ Setting

▪ Events

▪ Problem 

▪ Solution

Comprehension is the ability to 
understand and make meaning of 
what you have read.

A Variety of Genres

▪ Fantasy

▪ Realistic Fiction

▪ Poetry

▪ Fables

▪ Historical Fiction

▪ Mystery

▪ Mythology

▪ Drama
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